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Measurement of Community-level Health-related Social Capital by

Questionnaire Survey among Rural Residents Visiting a Hospital and its
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Abstract

Objective: This study aimed to measure and analyze community-level health related social
capital in a remote area in Japan.

Method: We conducted a questionnaire survey among residents of rural areas visited a hospital
and its affiliated clinic located in remote areas.

We first measured and analyzed health-related social capital score by using a social capital
scale. We then compared our data with the national average score of a previous study. Finally,
we performed subgroup analysis of three medical settings: a hospital, a satellite clinic, and
mobile clinics.

Results: In total, there were 91 respondents (mean age, 78.2 years: 32 men, 59 women).
Scores of social capital scale were 71.0 (0-500) points for civic participation, 237.3 (0-300)
for social cohesion, and 284.6 (0-300) for reciprocity. Compared with the previous national
average score, the civic participation score was low. Civic participation score by setting was
50.0 points for the hospital, 69.0 for the satellite clinic, and 117.6 for mobile clinics.
Conclusion: Civic participation within social capital is insufficient for some residents in remote
areas and who use medical institutions. This tendency becomes more pronounced as the
medical care settings become more remote. Civic participation needs to be promoted in rural
areas for those who need medical care.
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